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Mirror Image Sites - sharing Articles
Posted by bmartin - 2009/07/23 18:41
_____________________________________

Please tell me if this tool is what I'm looking for ??? 

I'm trying to create multiple sites that look EXACTLY the same --- EXCEPT for the graphic header /
image on the top, which would be different.  

I need the ability to share structure among the sites ... meaning if I change the menu structure on the
master, it filters to all the slaves, etc. 

And I need to share some articles across multiple sites ... or pick which slaves sites see certain articles.  
The users would not have to create various accounts on different domains (slaves) but share the same
login on all.  I saw SYNC (a Joomla Database Synchronizing Component) and thought that might work
too ??  Or is this the same tool ??  

Link to their site:
http://www.dioscouri.com/index.php?option=com_content&view=category&layout=blog&id=95&Itemid=1
6  

Not sure what the best approach here is. 

thanks 

-Billy M

============================================================================

Re:Mirror Image Sites - sharing Articles
Posted by edwin2win - 2009/07/23 21:31
_____________________________________

Create several identical website with speciifc header/image is possible. 
You can either duplicate the themes (template) when the header/image is located in the template. 
OR  
Slightly modify the template to get the images from a location that will be specific to each slave site. 

In JMS, it is possible to define specific image, media or template folder. 
Personnally, I would recommand to slightly modify the template or CSS code to get the images from a
directory that will be customer dependent. 

Concerning the share of the structure and menu, I don't understand it. 
I remember you that with JMS each website are independent. 
The content of each wesbite is totally independent. 
So I don't understand you filtering idea that is not clear for me. 

When a slave site is created, by default the users are specific to reach website. 
If you want to share the user, this is possible with JMS 1.2.x. 
The major difference between SYNCH and JMS2Win is that SYNCH replicate the data into each website
and therefore require a SYNCHronization mecanism to clone the data into each website. 
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In JMS, this is totally different as in JMS, only one website has physically the information. 
All the other website that will share some DB table will not store the data in their website but will store
the information in a COMMON or SHARED place. 
With JMS, the information is present on once in the DB. 
Wiht SYNCH, you clone the data into each website with all the potential problem that could occurs
during such setup. 

Personnally the JMS approch is the best because the data are only present once and are NOT
replicated into the other website. 
Only one website will really contain the shared informations. 
The other wesbite sharing the "main website" will be NOT save anthing. 
They will just provide a reference to this URL 

Save the data only once in DB also save space and allow t oprovide a better quality.
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